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AN ESSAY ON THE CHARACTER STUDY OF ELIZABETH BENNET - THE
PROTAGONIST IN PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
A Wince Willmah
Abstract:
The paper focuses on the character study of the protagonist of Pride and Prejudice.
The character study is conducted based on the qualities, appearance and the dialogues spoken
by the character in the novel. The paper mainly focuses on Elizabeth’s idea on marriage and
love. It finally concludes with proof that Pride and Prejudice gained such popularity mainly
because of Elizabeth Bennet.
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1. Introduction:
This essay focuses on the character study of the protagonist of Pride and Prejudice.
The character study is conducted based on the qualities, appearance and the dialogues spoken
by the character in the novel. The paper mainly focuses on Elizabeth’s idea on marriage and
love. It finally concludes with proof that Pride and Prejudice gained such popularity mainly
because of Elizabeth Bennet.
Jane Austen was an eminent writer of the Romantic period. Her works, especially Pride and
Prejudice, show that she manifested feministic qualities in her writings. Pride and Prejudice,
published in 1813, is an evocative novel which has the themes of love and marriage as its
cornerstone.
The protagonist, Elizabeth Bennet, is an altruistic and unpretentious girl of twenty. She is the
second among the five daughters of the Bennet family. Her physical features, especially her
eyes, are described as expressive eyes which capture Darcy’s attention.
Elizabeth Bennet was the apple of her father’s eye, while she was least liked by her mother.
Elizabeth tends to be an alluring character. Her aplomb comes from an eager and contemplative
mind, and it is evinced through her whip-smart dialogues.
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2. Character Study:
Elizabeth Bennet is the incarnation of Prejudice in the novel. She is an intransigent character,
and her coruscating temperament makes the novel more engrossing. She is compared to
Beatrice in Shakespeare’s Much Ado about Nothing. Elizabeth and Beatrice allure the readers
with their convivial nature.
Elizabeth develops prejudice against Darcy when he spurns Elizabeth’s dance proposal, and
she is shocked at his acrimonious comment. She rejects Darcy’s marriage proposal twice,
which portrays Elizabeth as a woman of self-respect who doesn’t have a soft spot for
blandishments.
Elizabeth’s prejudice against Darcy is ephemeral. In the initial stages of the novel, she develops
a sense of aversion towards Darcy because he has offended her at the ball. For some time, she
has shown a proclivity towards Wickham. But Darcy’s eventual unmasking about Wickham’s
unscrupulous past hints Elizabeth at his true character and concomitantly draws her closer to
Darcy.
Some critics have a viewpoint that Elizabeth Bennet epitomizes Jane Austen herself. She seems
to be Jane Austen's archetype. Few other critics consider Elizabeth's attributes to resemble
Austen, but she doesn't exemplify Austen to the hilt.
3. Elizabeth’s View on Marriage:
Elizabeth is not engrossed in financial security or being conversant with the high society or the
elite class which insinuates her to live an unhappy married life. This shows that Elizabeth is a
woman who would choose a euphoric life rather than a wealthy life, which is execrable. This
characteristic of hers is evinced when she repudiates the proposal of Mr. Collins.
Her insurgent nature regarding marriage is pronounced when she does not practice as much as
other women do just to dazzle men. She contradicts Darcy when he says that women should be
trained in so many abilities. Elizabeth declares that she thinks it is impracticable for a person
to have all the qualities.
Elizabeth is discrete in her way of thinking: she does not prioritize marriage as an achievement
which she needs to get, nor is she least interested in finding an affluent husband.
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She is a person who believes that marriage is to be made only with a person whom she likes
and wants to spend her life with.
The particular quote, “I could easily forgive his pride if he had not mortified mine,” said by
Elizabeth Bennet in Chapter 5 indicates that she has a healthy level of self-respect which stands
as a major reason for all her other unique characteristics.
4. Conclusion:
To conclude, Elizabeth Bennet is a live character who is the center of action. This
essay has enough evidences to support the fact that due to the character of Elizabeth Bennet,
the novel has become popular. Her unique ideas, thoughts on marriage and her strong, skilled
wit are what have made this novel lively. Hence, it is true to say that the novel would be of no
value without the character of Elizabeth Bennet.
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