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Interviewee:
ShafinurShafin, shafinurnahar@gmail.com, Bangladesh, Poet, editor and academic
Short Bio:
ShafinurShafin is a poet, writer and editor. Though
her native language is Bangla, but she also likes to
write in English as well. Her first poetry collection,
Nisangam, has been published from Bangladesh in
2016. Her poems and articles appeared in various
magazines and journals. She is a lecturer in English
Literature and also the coeditor in Prachya Review,
an online literary magazine.

Interview taken by Dr. Morve Roshan K.,a and Ian Cravenb
College of International Studies, Southwest University, China and Bangor University, United
Kingdoma and Toccoa Falls College, Toccoa, Georgia, Biblical Studies, United States of
America.b

Dr Morve Roshan K.a

Ian Cravenb

INTERVIEW
Q. What do you make to choose this language in your writing? Why?
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When I started writing poems, initially I chose Bengali as a medium of language. It was in 2007.
But later on when I went to study in India, I started writing in English. I wanted to spread my
thoughts all around the world and for that reason I found English is the perfect language as
medium of writing and to reach more readers.
Q. What does make you interesting/inspire to write?
Well, I think all those fairy tales, fables and books which I read in my childhood are my
inspiration to write. We have a small library at home. The whole environment of my house was
something like which inspired me to start writing. Again, I have grown up in a society or
community which shows discrimination between man/woman with many issues. I can say, all
those discrimination makes me inspired to write. Because this only way to raise awareness and
this is how I feel myself not discriminated.
Q. What is your opinion on endangered languages?
Language is the expression of culture and society, literature and livelihood. Every language has
its own different beauty. But more than 7000 languages are in danger. Losing them means losing
history or a civilisation. So what I feel about endangered languages is that before extinction of
those languages, we should preserve them.
Q. Do you write in your mother tongue? Why not in any other languages?
I write in my mother tongue and also in English. As English is the globally accepted language
and in most of the countries it is a second language, so if I write in English, it will open more
window for me to reach more reader.
Q. What are the challenges in writing (if you are writing in your mother tongue or a
bilingual and writing in two or three languages)?
When I was student, I had lots of time to concentrate on writing. But after joining job and
academia, I do not have much time for writing because of my professional workload. Then
comes the responsibilities in the family. Again, some time I don’t have the environment at home
or workplace to write any piece. HavingTime, proper environment for writing and understanding
writer are the challenges in writing.
Q. As a writer, what will you prefer to write and what is your perspective on endangered
languages?
I prefer writing poems and I feel we all need to collaborate to save endangered languages.
Q. Do language matters for you to write?
Yes, obviously. I write in both Bengali and English. Some thought occurs in mind only in
Bengali which I can never transform into English. Some thoughts come naturally in English
which I find so difficult to have the real sense in Bengali. So language matters.

Q. Do you think about your reader’s interest in your language than other world languages?
Yes, I believe my Bengali readers are mostly interested in my Bengali writing. It happens
because they can relate the poems with them in their own language which they lose interest in
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other language. For the other readers from other parts of the world, as they do not know Bengali
so that they require only English language which may boost up their interest to read my writings.
Q. What kind of cultural identity you have maintained in English writing?
I always maintain my Bangladeshi identity when I am writing in English. Nowadays, we formed
a unique postcolonial Anglophone in writing, from the use of our English, anyone can identify its
Bangladeshi English writer.

Q. What is your purpose for writing?
I want to change the social stereotype thoughts, so for that writing is one and only powerful tool
to do so.
Q.How do you get the ideas to imagine?
It depends on. Sometimes idea comes from a conversation. Sometimes comes from incidents
happening in front of me. Sometimes some other writers’ books or writing provokes my thought
to write and imagine.
Q. How important would you say about word selectionsand writing techniques?
Sometime some words may hurt people’s belief. So that I think we should be more careful about
word selection. But we are writers and writings should not be bound by any criteria of selecting
words. Words should not be imposed/censored in writing. Words should come in a writing freely
and naturally.
Q. Do you want to say anything to the readers?
Read all types of text. Don’t limit yourself to any particular genre.
Q. Any suggestions for language policy local to global level?
I think experts should comment on such policy. For me language should not have any barrier and
it should be free.
Thanking you.
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